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From an acclaimed author comes a fascinating story of the life, marriage, and
death of an al but forgotten Roman woman. Born to an illustrious Roman family
in 125 CE, Regillawas married at the age of fifteen to Herodes, a wealthy Greek
who championed his country's values at a time when Rome ruled.

Twenty years later--and eight months pregnant with her sixth child--Regilladied
under mysterious circumstances, after a blow to the abdomen delivered by
Herodes' freedman. Regilla's brother charged Herodes with murder, but a Roman
court (at the urging of Marcus Aurelius) acquitted him. Sarah Pomeroy's
investigation suggests that despite Herodes' erection of numerous monuments to
his deceased wife, he wasin fact guilty of the crime.

A pioneer in the study of ancient women, Pomeroy gathers a broad, unique array
of evidence, from political and family history to Greco-Roman writings and
archaeology, to re-create the life and death of Regilla. Teasing out the tensions of
class, gender, and ethnicity that gird this story of marriage and murder, Pomeroy
exposes the intimate life and tragedy of an elite Roman couple. Part
archaeological investigation, part historical re-creation, and part detective story,
The Murder of Regilla will appeal to all those interested in the private lives of the
classical world and in auniversal and compelling story of women and family in
the distant past.
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From an acclaimed author comes a fascinating story of the life, marriage, and death of an all but forgotten
Roman woman. Born to an illustrious Roman family in 125 CE, Regillawas married at the age of fifteen to
Herodes, awealthy Greek who championed his country's values at atime when Rome ruled.

Twenty years later--and eight months pregnant with her sixth child--Regilla died under mysterious
circumstances, after a blow to the abdomen delivered by Herodes' freedman. Regilla's brother charged
Herodes with murder, but a Roman court (at the urging of Marcus Aurelius) acquitted him. Sarah Pomeroy's
investigation suggests that despite Herodes' erection of numerous monuments to his deceased wife, hewasin
fact guilty of the crime.

A pioneer in the study of ancient women, Pomeroy gathers a broad, unique array of evidence, from political
and family history to Greco-Roman writings and archaeology, to re-create the life and death of Regilla
Teasing out the tensions of class, gender, and ethnicity that gird this story of marriage and murder, Pomeroy
exposes the intimate life and tragedy of an elite Roman couple. Part archaeological investigation, part
historical re-creation, and part detective story, The Murder of Regilla will appeal to all those interested in the
private lives of the classical world and in auniversal and compelling story of women and family in the
distant past.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Sarred Review. In one of the great scandals of second-century Greece, Regilla, the pregnant Roman wife of
Greek philosopher and rhetorician Herodes, died from a blow to the abdomen. Drawing on archeological and
textual evidence, Pomeroy (Goddesses, Whores, Wives and Saves) carefully reconstructs Regillas life, her
eventual murder and Herodes's trial and acquittal, splendidly recreating the Greek culture of A.D. 160 and its
attitudes around class, culture and sex. An upper-class woman with some schooling and exposure to the
cultural affairs of her husband, Regilla owned her own property, which became a sore spot in her marriage.
In other ways, though, she was hardly unique. Regillalikely could not communicate well in Greek, nor could
she match wits with her husband. She married at 15, died at about 35 and ably performed the primary duty of
awifein the Roman Empire: bearing children. Numerous illustrations and quotations lend depth to
Pomeroy's masterful depiction of second-century Greece and the tragic portrait of awoman whose story has
been lost to history until now. Illus. (Sept. 25)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From The New Y orker

In Athensin 160 A.D., Regilla, a Roman aristocrat who was eight months pregnant, died after being kicked
in the abdomen. Her husband, Herodes, a wealthy and powerful Athenian orator, was tried for the killing but
cleared, thanksto the influence of Marcus Aurelius. Pomeroy argues that he was guilty. She pieces together
what is known, or can be deduced, about Regilla s life and death—with few exceptions, she notes, "the
words of women in antiquity are not extant"—and provides an absorbing analysis of justice, society, culture,
and customs in the second-century Roman Empire. Women had less standing in Athens than in Rome, and
Herodes was aleader in an intellectual movement that sought to reassert the glories of Attic culture (and
perhaps some of its misogyny) in the era of Roman rule. He was quick to erect monumentsto his dead wife,
but Pomeroy reads guilt in his haste and calls them "tantamount to a confession."

Copyright © 2007 Click here to subscribe to The New Yorker

Review

A fascinating and vivid portrait, by one of the greatest authorities on ancient women. Drawing on awide
variety of ancient sources, Pomeroy enables us to see Regillain her complex and dangerous environment. An
informative and accessible introduction to the world of the second century AD.

--Mary Lefkowitz, Welledey College

A bold and well-informed first history of Regilla herself. Pomeroy is supremely well qualified to assess
literary, epigraphic, architectural, and sculptural evidence. Her dramatic narrative and sympathetic
presentation afford a gripping read.

--Barbara Levick, Oxford University

Imaginatively deploying sparse and disparate sources, Pomeroy has constructed a dazzling mosaic, setting
the biography of a unique woman into the little-known world of second century Roman Greece.
--Jo Ann Kay McNamara, author of Sstersin Arms: Catholic Nuns through Two Millennia

Sarah Pomeroy has been one of the most influential voicesin the study of women in antiquity. It's good to
find her now turning to the multi-cultural world of Greece under the Roman Empire--and to a nasty case of
domestic murder.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242411

--Mary Beard, Cambridge University

In one of the great scandals of second-century Greece, Regilla, the pregnant Roman wife of Greek
philosopher and rhetorician Herodes, died from a blow to the abdomen. Drawing on archeological and
textual evidence, Pomeroy carefully reconstructs Regillas life, her eventual murder and Herodes'strial and
acquittal, splendidly recreating the Greek culture of A.D. 160 and its attitudes around class, culture and
sex...Numerous illustrations and quotations lend depth to Pomeroy's masterful depiction of second-century
Greece and the tragic portrait of awoman whose story has been lost to history until now. (Publishers Weekly
(starred review) 2007-06-04)

[Pomeroy] provides an absorbing analysis of justice, society, culture, and customs in the second-century
Roman Empire. (New Yorker 2007-12-10)

Sarah B. Pomeroy's passionate account in The Murder of Regilla, following her from birth to death, isa
sharp reminder of the brutally blunt edges of gender inequality.
--Joy Connolly (Times Literary Supplement 2008-04-11)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Caroline Petrie;

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for awhile is reading.
Y eah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other ishigh. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular The Murder of Regilla: A Case
of Domestic Violencein Antiquity book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Andre Botsford:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity thisis ook different you can read any
book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a e-book. The book The Murder of Regilla: A Case of Domestic Violencein Antiquity it is
quite good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to devel op this book you can buy the particular e-book.

Y ou can mOore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book possesses high quality.

Janice Martin:

This The Murder of Regilla: A Case of Domestic Violence in Antiquity is brand-new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon



it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
The Murder of Regilla: A Case of Domestic Violence in Antiquity can be the light food in your case because
the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form and that
is reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book
form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So thereis no in reading areserve especially
thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So, don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book sort for your better life and al so knowledge.

Shalon Dougherty:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is agroup of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide The Murder of Regilla: A Case of Domestic Violence in Antiquity was filled
with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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