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The forced suicide of Seneca, former adviser to Nero, is one of the most tortured-
-and most revisited--death scenes from classical antiquity. After fruitlessly
opening his veins and drinking hemlock, Seneca finally succumbed to death in a
stifling steam bath, while his wife Paulina, who had attempted suicide as well,
was bandaged up and revived by Nero's men. From the first century to the
present day, writers and artists have retold this scene in order to rehearse and
revise Seneca'simage and writings, and to scrutinize the event of human death.

In The Deaths of Seneca, James Ker offers the first comprehensive cultural
history of Seneca's death scene, situating it in the Roman imagination and tracing
its many subsequent interpretations. Ker shows first how the earliest accounts of
the death scene by Tacitus and others were shaped by conventions of Greco-
Roman exitus-description and Julio-Claudian dynastic history. At the book's
center is an exploration of Seneca's own prolific writings about death--whether
anticipating death in hisletters, dramatizing it in the tragedies, or offering
therapy for lossin the form of consolations--which offered the primary lens
through which Seneca's contemporaries would view the author's death. These
ancient approaches set the stage for prolific receptions, and Ker traces how the
death scene was retold in both literary and visual versions, from St. Jerometo
Heiner Muller and from medieval illuminations to Peter Paul Rubens and
Jacques-Louis David. Dozens of interpreters, engaging with prior versions and
with Seneca's writings, forged new and sometimes controversial views on
Senecd's legacy and, more broadly, on mortality and suicide. The Deaths of
Seneca presents a new, historically inclusive, approach to reading this major
Roman author.
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The forced suicide of Seneca, former adviser to Nero, is one of the most tortured--and most revisited--death
scenes from classical antiquity. After fruitlessly opening his veins and drinking hemlock, Senecafinally
succumbed to death in a stifling steam bath, while his wife Paulina, who had attempted suicide as well, was
bandaged up and revived by Nero's men. From the first century to the present day, writers and artists have
retold this scene in order to rehearse and revise Seneca's image and writings, and to scrutinize the event of
human death.

In The Deaths of Seneca, James Ker offers the first comprehensive cultural history of Seneca's death scene,
situating it in the Roman imagination and tracing its many subsequent interpretations. Ker shows first how
the earliest accounts of the death scene by Tacitus and others were shaped by conventions of Greco-Roman
exitus-description and Julio-Claudian dynastic history. At the book's center is an exploration of Seneca's own
prolific writings about death--whether anticipating death in his letters, dramatizing it in the tragedies, or
offering therapy for loss in the form of consolations--which offered the primary lens through which Seneca's
contemporaries would view the author's death. These ancient approaches set the stage for prolific receptions,
and Ker traces how the death scene was retold in both literary and visual versions, from St. Jerome to Heiner
Mller and from medieval illuminations to Peter Paul Rubens and Jacques-L ouis David. Dozens of
interpreters, engaging with prior versions and with Seneca's writings, forged new and sometimes
controversia views on Seneca's legacy and, more broadly, on mortality and suicide. The Deaths of Seneca
presents a new, historically inclusive, approach to reading this major Roman author.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Ker confronts the reader with a dizzying array of sources ranging from imperial Roman to contemporary
literature. He manages to identify persuasive continuities and meaningful dialogues between them....
Recommended.”--CHOICE

"Ker's prodigious scholarship and perceptive discussions of awide range of materials make the case that
Seneca's death had a surprisingly enduring appeal."--Gregory A. Staley, New England Classical Journal

"Thisrich book is an attempt to trace the cultural resonance of a single remarkable scene.... Ker's
achievement isto offer a consistently thoughtful guide to what those many deaths might mean."--Victoria
Moul, Times Literary Supplement

"A truly eminent and unforgettable work!" -- Eos

About the Author
James Ker is Associate Professor of Classical Studies, the University of Pennsylvania.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Trumbo:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just
their can do that. It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it isright. Because
start from on guarderia until university need this particular The Deaths of Senecato read.

Melvin Hayes:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the



book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Deaths of
Senecais kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Richard M cCormick:

People livein this new time of lifestyle dways try to and must have the extratime or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
definitely The Deaths of Seneca.

Lisa Gregory:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Deaths of Seneca was colorful and of course has
pictures around. Aswe know that book The Deaths of Seneca has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So, not at al of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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