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The Fengdao kejie or "Rules and Precepts for Worshiping the Dao" dates from
the early seventh century and is a key text of medieval Daoist priesthood and
monasticism, which was first formally organized in the sixth century. Compiled
to serve the needs of both monastic practitioners and priests in training it
describes the fundamental rules, organizational principles, and concrete
establishments of Daoist institutions. Speaking in their own voices and
presenting the ideal Daoist life of their time, priests and recluses come to life in
this fascinating ancient document. Livia Kohn here offers the first complete
annotated translation of the Fengdao kejie. She begins with three introductory
chapters that outline the development of Daoist organizations and institutions,
discuss the date and compilation of the work, and present key issues of
terminology and worldview. The text itself contains eighteen sections that
address the importance of karma and retribution, the creation of buildings, sacred
statues, and scriptures, the design of sacred utensils and ritual clothing, the
organization and structure of the ordination hierarchy, as well as a number of
essential rituals, from the recitation of the scriptures to the daily devotions and
the ordination ceremony. The Daoist Monastic Manual offers a clear and vibrant
description of the lifestyle and organizational structures of medieval Daoism,
rooting the religion in the concrete reality of daily activities.
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The Fengdao kejie or "Rules and Precepts for Worshiping the Dao" dates from the early seventh century and
is a key text of medieval Daoist priesthood and monasticism, which was first formally organized in the sixth
century. Compiled to serve the needs of both monastic practitioners and priests in training it describes the
fundamental rules, organizational principles, and concrete establishments of Daoist institutions. Speaking in
their own voices and presenting the ideal Daoist life of their time, priests and recluses come to life in this
fascinating ancient document. Livia Kohn here offers the first complete annotated translation of the Fengdao
kejie. She begins with three introductory chapters that outline the development of Daoist organizations and
institutions, discuss the date and compilation of the work, and present key issues of terminology and
worldview. The text itself contains eighteen sections that address the importance of karma and retribution,
the creation of buildings, sacred statues, and scriptures, the design of sacred utensils and ritual clothing, the
organization and structure of the ordination hierarchy, as well as a number of essential rituals, from the
recitation of the scriptures to the daily devotions and the ordination ceremony. The Daoist Monastic Manual
offers a clear and vibrant description of the lifestyle and organizational structures of medieval Daoism,
rooting the religion in the concrete reality of daily activities.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thanks largely to Livia Kohn, we can say that the institutions of medieval Daoism are beginning to come to
light".--China Review International

"Kohn's meticulous translation brings the medieval world to life, giving readers a fascinating glimpse into
the inspiring life of Chinese men and women who took up monastic vows. Highly recommended."--CHOICE

"An outstanding contribution to Daoist studies." --Religion

About the Author

Livia Kohn is Professor of Religion at Boston University. She has written or edited many books including,
most recently, Monastic Life in Medieval Daoism: A Cross-Cultural Perspective (2003).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adele Rowan:

Here thing why this The Daoist Monastic Manual: A Translation of the Fengdao Kejie (American Academy
of Religion Texts and Translations Series) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The
Daoist Monastic Manual: A Translation of the Fengdao Kejie (American Academy of Religion Texts and
Translations Series) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no book that similar with The Daoist Monastic Manual: A Translation of the Fengdao Kejie
(American Academy of Religion Texts and Translations Series). It gives you thrill reading through journey,
its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. When
you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Daoist Monastic Manual: A
Translation of the Fengdao Kejie (American Academy of Religion Texts and Translations Series) in e-book
can be your choice.

Evelyn Nielson:

The Daoist Monastic Manual: A Translation of the Fengdao Kejie (American Academy of Religion Texts



and Translations Series) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing The Daoist Monastic Manual: A Translation of the
Fengdao Kejie (American Academy of Religion Texts and Translations Series) although doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
one among it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

John Valdez:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Daoist Monastic Manual: A
Translation of the Fengdao Kejie (American Academy of Religion Texts and Translations Series) can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in
this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Thomas Carlson:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top listing in your reading list will be The Daoist Monastic Manual: A Translation of the
Fengdao Kejie (American Academy of Religion Texts and Translations Series). This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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