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After decades of egalitarian, restricted consumption, residents of China's cities
are surrounded by alevel of material comfort and commercial hype unimaginable
just ten years ago. In thisfirst in-depth treatment of the consumer revolutionin
China, fourteen leading scholars of Chinese culture and society explore the
interpersonal consequences of rapid commercialization.

In the early 1980s, Beijing's communist leadership advocated decollectivization,
foreign trade, and private entrepreneurship to jump-start a stagnant economy,
while explicitly rejecting any notion that economic reforms would promote
political change. However, by the early 1990s the reforms in the marketpl ace not
only produced double-digit growth but also enabled ordinary citizens to nurture
dreams and social networks that challenged officia discourse and conventions
through millions of daily commercia transactions. Using participant observation,
contributors to this book describe and analyze a wide range of these changing
consumer practices: luxury housing, white wedding gowns, greeting cards,
McDonald's, discos, premium cigarettes, bowling, and more.
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After decades of egalitarian, restricted consumption, residents of China's cities are surrounded by alevel of
material comfort and commercia hype unimaginable just ten years ago. In thisfirst in-depth treatment of the
consumer revolution in China, fourteen leading scholars of Chinese culture and society explore the
interpersonal consequences of rapid commercialization.

In the early 1980s, Beijing's communist |eadership advocated decollectivization, foreign trade, and private
entrepreneurship to jump-start a stagnant economy, while explicitly rejecting any notion that economic
reforms would promote political change. However, by the early 1990s the reforms in the marketplace not
only produced double-digit growth but also enabled ordinary citizens to nurture dreams and social networks
that challenged official discourse and conventions through millions of daily commercial transactions. Using
participant observation, contributors to this book describe and analyze awide range of these changing
consumer practices. luxury housing, white wedding gowns, greeting cards, McDonald's, discos, premium
cigarettes, bowling, and more.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The definite book on China's consumer revolution. The volume examines how, during the past decade of
market reform, China's growing private consumerism is replacing the Maoist egalitarian society oriented
toward goods provided publicly or in the workplace." --Choice

From the Back Cover

After decades of egalitarian, restricted consumption, the residents of Chind's cities are today surrounded by
material comforts and awash in alevel of commercial hype that was totally unimaginable just ten years ago.
In thisfirst in-depth treatment of the consumer revolution in China, fourteen leading scholars of Chinese
culture and society explore the interpersonal consequences of rapid commercialization.

In the early 1980s Beijing's communist leadership advocated decollectivization, foreign trade, and private
entrepreneurship to jump-start a stagnant economy. It explicitly rejected any notion that economic reforms
would lead to political change, but by the early 1990s its program had not only produced double-digit growth
but also enabled ordinary citizens to nurture dreams and socia networks that challenged official monopolies
of power. Using participant observation, the authorsin this book describe and analyze a wide range of these
changing consumer practices, including luxury housing, white wedding gowns, greeting cards, McDonald's,
discos, premium cigarettes, and bowling.

Capitalism has brought urban Chinese both a higher material standard of living and new freedoms to create a
private life beyond the control of the state. Thisimportant book offers rare insights into the world's largest
marketplace.

About the Author

Deborah S. Davis, Professor of Sociology at Yale University, isthe author of Long Lives: Chinese Elderly
and the Communist Revolution (1991) and coeditor of Chinese Society on the Eve of Tiananmen (1990),
Chinese Familiesin the Post-Mao Era (California, 1993), and Urban Spaces in Contemporary China: The
Potential for Autonomy and Community in Post-Mao China (1995).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Thomas Smith:

This The Consumer Revolution in Urban China (Studies on China) is great reserve for you because the
content that isfull of information for you who have aways deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences
init. Soif you areread it hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Consumer
Revolution in Urban China (Studies on China) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, infoinitis
not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute
right but this guide already do that. So , thisis good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
that will?



John Sorréls;

Isit an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Consumer Revolutionin
Urban China (Studies on China) can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are thus
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?

Debra Treat:

Within this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list is actually The Consumer Revolution in Urban China (Studies on China). This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

AnnaHart:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book iswritten or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Consumer Revolution in Urban China (Studies on China) when you necessary it?
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