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Part geographical location, part time period, and part state of mind, the American
West is a concept often invoked but rarely defined. Though popular culture has
carved out a short and specific time and place for the region, author and longtime
Californian Stephen Aron tracks "the West" from the building of the Cahokia
Mounds around 900 AD to the post-World War Il migration to California. His
Very Short Introduction stretches the chronology, enlarges the geography, and
varies the casting, providing a history of the American West that is longer, larger,
and more complicated than popular culture has previously suggested. Itisa
history of how portions of North America became Wests, how parts of these
became American, and how ultimately American Wests became the American
West.

Aron begins by describing the expansion of Indian North Americain the
centuries before and during its early encounters with Europeans. He then

explores the origins of American westward expansion from the Seven Y ears War
to the 1830s, focusing on the western frontier at the time: the territory between
the Appalachian Mountains and the Mississippi River. He traces the narrative -
temporally and geographically - through the discovery of gold in Californiain the
mid-nineteenth century and the subsequent rush to the Pacific Slope. He shows
how the passage of the Newlands Reclamation Act in 1902 brought an
unprecedented level of federal control to the region, linking the West more
closely to the rest of the United States, and how World War 11 brought a new
rush of population (particularly to California), further raising the federal
government's profile in the region and heightening the connections between the
West and the wider world.

Authoritative, lucid, and ranging widely over issues of environment, people, and
identity, thisisthe American West stripped of its myths. The complex
convergence of peoples, polities, and cultures that has decisively shaped the
history of the American West serves as the key interpretive thread through this
Very Short Introduction.
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University Press contains hundreds of titlesin ailmost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in anew subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Part geographical location, part time period, and part state of mind, the American West is a concept often
invoked but rarely defined. Though popular culture has carved out a short and specific time and place for the
region, author and longtime Californian Stephen Aron tracks "the West" from the building of the Cahokia
Mounds around 900 AD to the post-World War Il migration to California. His Very Short Introduction
stretches the chronology, enlarges the geography, and varies the casting, providing a history of the American
West that islonger, larger, and more complicated than popular culture has previously suggested. Itisa
history of how portions of North America became Wests, how parts of these became American, and how
ultimately American Wests became the American West.

Aron begins by describing the expansion of Indian North Americain the centuries before and during its early
encounters with Europeans. He then explores the origins of American westward expansion from the Seven

Y ears War to the 1830s, focusing on the western frontier at the time: the territory between the Appalachian
Mountains and the Mississippi River. He traces the narrative - temporally and geographically - through the
discovery of gold in Californiain the mid-nineteenth century and the subsequent rush to the Pacific Slope.
He shows how the passage of the Newlands Reclamation Act in 1902 brought an unprecedented level of
federal control to the region, linking the West more closely to the rest of the United States, and how World
War Il brought a new rush of population (particularly to California), further raising the federal government's
profile in the region and heightening the connections between the West and the wider world.

Authoritative, lucid, and ranging widely over issues of environment, people, and identity, thisisthe
American West stripped of its myths. The complex convergence of peoples, polities, and cultures that has
decisively shaped the history of the American West serves as the key interpretive thread through this Very
Short Introduction.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titlesin almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
anew subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Stephen Aron is professor of history at UCLA and chair of the Institute for the Study of the American West
at the Autry National Center. He is the author of How the West Was Lost: The Transformation of Kentucky
from Daniel Boone to Henry Clay and American Confluence: The Missouri Frontier from Borderland to
Border Sate, the co-author of Worlds Together, Worlds Apart: A History of the World from the Beginnings
of Humankind to the Present, and the co-editor of Trading Cultures. The Worlds of Western Merchants.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alan Williams;

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. Aswe know that
book is very important for people. The book The American West: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication The American West: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) is not only giving you alot more new information but also for being your friend
when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship together with the book The American West: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). Y ou never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Marie Velasquez:

Exactly why? Because this The American West: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it isgood for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of benefits than the other book possess such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If | ended up
you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

L eroy Raymond:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
rea their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pictures on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe know that on this



period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The American West: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can make you
sense more interested to read.

Allison Morales:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As
we know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring usto
around the world. By book The American West: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) we
can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this
book The American West: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). Y ou can more attractive
than now.
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