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Operation Solo is America's greatest spy story. For 27 years, Morris Childs, code
name "Agent 58", provided the United States with the Kremlin's innermost
secrets.

Repeatedly risking his life, "Agent 58" made 57 clandestine missions into the
Soviet Union, China, Eastern Europe, and Cuba. Because of his high ranking in
the American communist party and his position as editor of its official paper, the
Daily Worker, he was treated like royalty by communist leaders such as
Khrushchev, Brezhnev, and Mao Tse-tung. Through first-hand accounts,
Operation Solo tells the story of the conflicts within the FBI and American
intelligence about the operation, and how the FBI, through extraordinary
measures, managed to keep that operation hidden from everyone, including the
CIA. Operation Solo will appeal to movie audiences looking forward to Steven
Spielberg's upcoming blockbuster movie, Bridge of Spies.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
With all the suspense and intrigue of a Cold War thriller, Operation Solo tells the remarkable and true story
of Morris Childs, code named "Agent 58", who, for twenty-seven years, provided the United States with the
Kremlin's innermost secrets during fifty-two clandestine missions to the Soviet Union, China, and Eastern
Europe.

From Publishers Weekly
Although Morris Childs (1902-1991) was treated as a friend by Soviet rulers Khrushchev, Brezhnev and
Andropov, this Chicago communist and onetime editor of the Daily Worker, the U.S. Communist Party
newspaper, was an American spy working for the FBI. Barron (FBI Today) interviewed his wife, Eva Lieb
Childs, and numerous FBI operatives to produce this remarkable true-life espionage story, which often reads
like a spy thriller. According to Barron, Operation Solo (as the Childses' group was called) yielded
intelligence that enabled Washington to exploit the Soviet Union's widening rift with China in the 1960s;
their spying also helped Nixon and Kissinger forge ahead with diplomatic ties to Beijing. Born Moishe
Chilovsky, near Kiev (he emigrated to America when he was nine), Childs also befriended Castro, Mao Tse-
tung, East Germany's Walter Ulbricht and other Communist leaders. In 1987, Reagan awarded him a
presidential medal. Photos.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Traditionally, it is the Central Intelligence Agency that carries out foreign espionage for the United States,
but attention to the American Communist Party gave the FBI an opportunity to infiltrate communism's
highest international levels. It is amazing that the FBI apparently managed to keep it a secret all these years.
Morris Childs (1902-91) trained in Moscow as a Comintern agent and became a labor agitator in the
Midwest during the Depression. He became the editor of the Communist Daily Worker in 1946 but fell out
of favor with the American party next year. Suffering a heart attack, he became disillusioned at what
communism had become and thus was willling, along with his brother, to cooperate with the FBI when
approached in the mid-1950s. Childs was rehabilitated to become the American party's foreign minister and
the main funnel for funds from abroad. He advised the Soviets on America and reported to Washington what
the Communists were thinking. Childs received the Order of Lenin from the grateful Russians, and Leonid
Brezhnev even hosted a banquet for his 75th birthday. It is interesting to read about the role of Childs in
some of the great international events of the time. Perhaps most disturbing is the account of the aged and
isolated Soviet leadership hysterically seeking signs that the entire world was going to attack in the mid-
1980s. Barron (The KGB Today, Reader's Digest, 1983) was able to interview Childs and other principals in
the case. Suitable for public and academic libraries.
Daniel K. Blewett, Loyola Univ. Lib., Chicago
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



David Veal:

Often the book Operation Solo: The FBI's Man in the Kremlin (Cold War Classics) will bring you to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Operation Solo: The FBI's Man in the
Kremlin (Cold War Classics) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Richard Gary:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Operation Solo: The FBI's Man in the Kremlin (Cold War Classics) can be fine
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Anna Cooper:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Operation Solo: The FBI's Man in
the Kremlin (Cold War Classics) book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
doubt Operation Solo: The FBI's Man in the Kremlin (Cold War Classics) as good book not just by the cover
but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Jamie Durbin:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Operation Solo: The FBI's Man in the
Kremlin (Cold War Classics) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
open a book and study it. Beside that the book Operation Solo: The FBI's Man in the Kremlin (Cold War
Classics) can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of their time.
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