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This third edition of Modern Criticism and Theory represents a major expansion
on its previous incarnations with some twenty five new pieces or essays included.
This expansion has two principal purposes. Firstly, in keeping with the
collection’s aim to reflect contemporary preoccupations, the reader has expanded
forward to include such newly emergent considerations as ecocriticism and post-
theory.

Secondly, with the aim of presenting as broad an account of modern theory as
possible, the reader expands backwards to to take in exemplary pieces by
formative writers and thinkers of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
such as Marx, Freud and Virginia Woolf.. This radical expansion of content is
prefaced by a wide-ranging introduction, which provides a rationale for the
collection and demonstrates how connections can be made between competing
theories and critical schools.

The purpose of the collection remains that of introducing the reader to the
guiding concepts of contemporary literary and cultural debate. It does so by
presenting substantial extracts from seminal thinkers and surrounding them with
the contextual materials necessary to a full understanding. Each selection has a
headnote, which gives biographical details of the author and provides suggestions
for further reading, and footnotes that help explain difficult references. The
collection is ordered both historically and thematically and readers are
encouraged to draw for themselves connections between essays and theories. 

Modern Criticism and Theory has long been regarded as a necessary collection.
Now revised for the twenty first century it goes further and provides students and
the general reader with a wide-ranging survey of the complex landscape of
modern theory and a critical assessment of the way we think – and live – in the
world today.
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with some twenty five new pieces or essays included. This expansion has two principal purposes. Firstly, in
keeping with the collection’s aim to reflect contemporary preoccupations, the reader has expanded forward
to include such newly emergent considerations as ecocriticism and post-theory.

Secondly, with the aim of presenting as broad an account of modern theory as possible, the reader expands
backwards to to take in exemplary pieces by formative writers and thinkers of the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries such as Marx, Freud and Virginia Woolf.. This radical expansion of content is prefaced
by a wide-ranging introduction, which provides a rationale for the collection and demonstrates how
connections can be made between competing theories and critical schools.

The purpose of the collection remains that of introducing the reader to the guiding concepts of contemporary
literary and cultural debate. It does so by presenting substantial extracts from seminal thinkers and
surrounding them with the contextual materials necessary to a full understanding. Each selection has a
headnote, which gives biographical details of the author and provides suggestions for further reading, and
footnotes that help explain difficult references. The collection is ordered both historically and thematically
and readers are encouraged to draw for themselves connections between essays and theories. 

Modern Criticism and Theory has long been regarded as a necessary collection. Now revised for the twenty
first century it goes further and provides students and the general reader with a wide-ranging survey of the
complex landscape of modern theory and a critical assessment of the way we think – and live – in the world
today.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

This third edition of Modern Criticism and Theory represents a major expansion on its previous incarnations
with some twenty five new pieces or essays included. This expansion has two principal purposes. Firstly, in
keeping with the collection’s aim to reflect contemporary preoccupations, the reader has expanded forward
to include such newly emergent considerations as ecocriticism and post-theory.

Secondly, with the aim of presenting as broad an account of modern theory as possible, the reader expands
backwards to to take in exemplary pieces by formative writers and thinkers of the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries such as Marx, Freud and Virginia Woolf.. This radical expansion of content is prefaced
by a wide-ranging introduction, which provides a rationale for the collection and demonstrates how
connections can be made between competing theories and critical schools.

The purpose of the collection remains that of introducing the reader to the guiding concepts of contemporary
literary and cultural debate. It does so by presenting substantial extracts from seminal thinkers and
surrounding them with the contextual materials necessary to a full understanding. Each selection has a
headnote, which gives biographical details of the author and provides suggestions for further reading, and
footnotes that help explain difficult references. The collection is ordered both historically and thematically
and readers are encouraged to draw for themselves connections between essays and theories. 

Modern Criticism and Theory has long been regarded as a necessary collection. Now revised for the twenty
first century it goes further and provides students and the general reader with a wide-ranging survey of the
complex landscape of modern theory and a critical assessment of the way we think – and live – in the world
today.

David Lodge   is Emeritus Professor of English Literatureat the University of Birmingham, where he taught
from 1960 until 1987. He is well-known as one of the most significant British novelists and critics of recent
times. His work, fiction and non-fiction, has been translated into some twenty-five languages 

Nigel Wood is Professor of Literature at Loughborough University. Widely published as an editor and critic,
Nigel is currently working on the Longman Annotated Edition of the poems of Alexander Pope.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sherrie Shannon:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you read
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Modern Criticism and Theory: A Reader provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Stephen Hill:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Modern Criticism and Theory: A Reader this publication consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Christopher Forney:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Modern Criticism and Theory: A Reader. This book
that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Christopher Evan:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of
book Modern Criticism and Theory: A Reader. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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