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A thrilling, epic story from a major new international talent.

Mamo and LaMamo are twin brothers living in the small Nigerian village of
Keti, where their domineering father controls their lives. With high hopes the
twins attempt to flee from home, but only LaMamo escapes successfully and is
able to live their dream of becoming a soldier who meets beautiful women.
Mamo, the sickly, awkward twin, is doomed to remain in the village with his
father. Gradually he comes out of his father's shadow and gains local fame as a
historian, and, using Plutarch's Parallel Lives as his model, he embarks on the
ambitious project of writing a "true" history of his people. But when the rains fail
and famine rages, religious zealots incite the people to violence?and LaMamo
returns to fight the enemy at home.

A novel of ardent loyalty, encroaching modernity, political desire, and personal
liberation, Measuring Time is a heart-wrenching history of Nigeria, portrayed
through the eyes of a single family.
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A thrilling, epic story from a major new international talent.

Mamo and LaMamo are twin brothers living in the small Nigerian village of Keti, where their domineering
father controls their lives. With high hopes the twins attempt to flee from home, but only LaMamo escapes
successfully and is able to live their dream of becoming a soldier who meets beautiful women. Mamo, the
sickly, awkward twin, is doomed to remain in the village with his father. Gradually he comes out of his
father's shadow and gains local fame as a historian, and, using Plutarch's Parallel Lives as his model, he
embarks on the ambitious project of writing a "true" history of his people. But when the rains fail and famine
rages, religious zealots incite the people to violence?and LaMamo returns to fight the enemy at home.

A novel of ardent loyalty, encroaching modernity, political desire, and personal liberation, Measuring Time
is a heart-wrenching history of Nigeria, portrayed through the eyes of a single family.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. In the late 1970s, twin brothers LaMamo and Mamo Lamang dream of leaving their
Nigerian village to find fame and fortune. When they're 16, LaMamo runs away and joins various rebel
factions fighting in West Africa, while his sickly brother, Mamo, stays behind with their belligerent father
(their mother died in childbirth) and becomes a brilliant student. LaMamo's occasional letters let Mamo live
vicariously but, more importantly, lets Habila (Waiting for an Angel) reinforce his work's central
message—that the biographies of ordinary individuals provide the real stuff of history. As Mamo becomes
the history teacher at a local school, LaMamo actually lives history, meeting Charles Taylor and witnessing
the anarchic chaos of West Africa in the 1980s and '90s. Mamo embarks on a career as a chronicler of
"biographical history" (modeled on Plutarch's Parallel Lives), beginning with a history of his village and his
culture. Like his wayward brother, Mamo witnesses events that force him to examine his conscience. Habila
fleshes out the novel with memorable secondary characters—a thuggish cousin, a damaged idealist love
interest, an especially Machiavellian bureaucrat. The fresh, brilliant result contrasts cultural traditions with
contemporary bureaucracy and reimagines a country through the ordinary and extraordinary experiences of
its citizens. (Feb.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
In a penetrating story of contemporary Nigeria, twin brothers want to escape their village of Keti, and war
seems the best way to fame and glory. But Mamo has sickle-cell disease, and he must stay home, reading his
brother's letters about adventures across the border and, later, about the brutal wars in which he fights. The
twins' wealthy politician father rejects the "weak," sickly son, but an uncle inspires Mamo to attend
university, read widely, and teach; by the time the soldier returns many years later, Mamo has been offered
work as palace biographer, but, instead of the expected hagiography, he writes a true history of his people;
inspired by Plutarch, he tells the stories of individual people, "farmers, workers, housewives." Prizewinning
Nigerian writer Habila does just that, too, portraying with great immediacy the twins' extended family, their
lovers, and neighbors. Best of all is the realistic drama of tradition and modernity--the evils of both but also
the rich possibilities that come with their complex interaction. Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Helon Habila is the internationally renowned author of Waiting for an Angel, which won both the
Commonwealth Writers Prize and the Caine Prize for African Writing, and Measuring Time and Oil on
Water. He was born in Nigeria and now divides his time between America and Nigeria.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shanon Stephens:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Measuring Time: A Novel that
give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you
are able to pick Measuring Time: A Novel become your own personal starter.

Andria Miguel:

Beside this particular Measuring Time: A Novel in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have Measuring Time: A Novel because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have
book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Gloria Lockwood:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Measuring Time: A Novel can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Joseph Haner:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something
by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims
Measuring Time: A Novel.
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