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What is literary theory? Is there a relationship between literature and culture?
These are some of questions addressed by Jonathan Culler in this new edition of
his highly popular Very Short Introduction. Culler, an extremely lucid
commentator and much admired in the field of literary theory, uses easy-to-grasp
examples as he outlines the ideas behind schools of criticism that can otherwise
be quite daunting, such as deconstruction, semiotics, and postcolonial theory. He
explains "theory" not by describing warring "schools" but by sketching key
"moves" that theory has encouraged, and by speaking directly about the
implications of theory for thinking about literature, human identity, and the
power of language.

In this Second Edition, Culler includes much new material, including a
discussion of the "death of theory," a look at topics such as trauma theory,
ecocriticism, and the link between the theory of narrative and cognitive science,
plus a new chapter on "Ethics and Aesthetics." The book also includes updated
bibliographies. Shedding light on everything from literature and social identity,
to poetry, poetics, and rhetoric, Literary Theory is a welcome guide for all lovers
of literature.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very
Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting
topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key
topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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extremely lucid commentator and much admired in the field of literary theory, uses easy-to-grasp examples
as he outlines the ideas behind schools of criticism that can otherwise be quite daunting, such as
deconstruction, semiotics, and postcolonial theory. He explains "theory" not by describing warring "schools"
but by sketching key "moves" that theory has encouraged, and by speaking directly about the implications of
theory for thinking about literature, human identity, and the power of language.

In this Second Edition, Culler includes much new material, including a discussion of the "death of theory," a
look at topics such as trauma theory, ecocriticism, and the link between the theory of narrative and cognitive
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Editorial Review

Review
Review from previous edition: "It is impossible to imagine a clearer treatment of the subject, or one that is,
within the given limits of length, more comprehensive. Culler has always been remarkable for his expository
skills, and here he has found exactly the right method and tone for his
purposes."

--Sir Frank Kermode

"A must read for all literature students."

--Bookwise 24/03/2006

About the Author

Jonathan Culler is Class of 1916 Professor of English and Comparative Literature at Cornell University. He
is past president of the American Comparative Literature Association and a member of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bridget Carter:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction.
All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Shameka Nye:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction provide you with a new experience in studying a
book.



Frank Monroe:

You can get this Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing
or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide
are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Joyce Hazel:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction when you needed it?
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