
General Idea: Imagevirus (AFTERALL)

By Gregg Bordowitz

General Idea: Imagevirus (AFTERALL) By Gregg Bordowitz

In the mid-1980s, the Canadian art group General Idea (AA Bronson, Felix Partz,
and Jorge Zontal) created a symbol using the acronym AIDS, arranging the
letters in a manner that resembled Robert Indiana's famous LOVE logo. This
launched Imagevirus, a project of paintings, sculptures, videos, posters, and
exhibitions that investigated the term AIDS as both word and image, using the
mechanism of viral transmission. The Imagevirus spread like a virus, producing
an image epidemic in urban spaces from Manhattan to Sydney. It was displayed
as, among other things, a Spectacolor sign in Times Square, a sculpture on a
street in Hamburg, and a poster in the New York subway system. In this detailed
study of the Imagevirus project, artist and writer Gregg Bordowitz analyzes the
work from the perspective of his own involvement with activist art initiatives in
New York during the 1980s and 1990s. Bordowitz explores the virus as idea, as
tactic, and as identity. General Idea felt compelled to make Imagevirus at a time
when AIDS was emerging as a global epidemic affecting gay men
disproportionately; when homophobia seemed to drive U.S. AIDS policy; and
when the exigencies of AIDS activism created a demand for agit-prop and direct
action. General Idea adapted their methods to the new situation, using the threat
of viral infection and a poetic understanding of language as their model for
artistic production and ideological struggle.
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In the mid-1980s, the Canadian art group General Idea (AA Bronson, Felix Partz, and Jorge Zontal) created a
symbol using the acronym AIDS, arranging the letters in a manner that resembled Robert Indiana's famous
LOVE logo. This launched Imagevirus, a project of paintings, sculptures, videos, posters, and exhibitions
that investigated the term AIDS as both word and image, using the mechanism of viral transmission. The
Imagevirus spread like a virus, producing an image epidemic in urban spaces from Manhattan to Sydney. It
was displayed as, among other things, a Spectacolor sign in Times Square, a sculpture on a street in
Hamburg, and a poster in the New York subway system. In this detailed study of the Imagevirus project,
artist and writer Gregg Bordowitz analyzes the work from the perspective of his own involvement with
activist art initiatives in New York during the 1980s and 1990s. Bordowitz explores the virus as idea, as
tactic, and as identity. General Idea felt compelled to make Imagevirus at a time when AIDS was emerging
as a global epidemic affecting gay men disproportionately; when homophobia seemed to drive U.S. AIDS
policy; and when the exigencies of AIDS activism created a demand for agit-prop and direct action. General
Idea adapted their methods to the new situation, using the threat of viral infection and a poetic understanding
of language as their model for artistic production and ideological struggle.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Gregg Bordowitz is an artist, writer, and Professor of Film, Video, and New Media at the School of the Art
Institute, Chicago. He is the author of The AIDS Crisis Is Ridiculous and Other Writings, 1986-2003 (MIT
Press, 2004). Bordowitz, who has been living with AIDS for two decades, was a member of the
groundbreaking AIDS activist group ACT UP.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julianna Pepper:

The knowledge that you get from General Idea: Imagevirus (AFTERALL) may be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but General Idea: Imagevirus (AFTERALL) giving you joy feeling of reading.
The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this specific General Idea: Imagevirus (AFTERALL) instantly.

Armando Lemaire:

The book with title General Idea: Imagevirus (AFTERALL) contains a lot of information that you can find
out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new information the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Alberta Townsend:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. General Idea: Imagevirus (AFTERALL) can be your answer given it can be
read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.



Ronald Searle:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and General Idea: Imagevirus
(AFTERALL) or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication,
any other book likes General Idea: Imagevirus (AFTERALL) to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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