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Written by an architect who has been designing and building affordable housing
for thirty years, this well-illustrated book is both a call to create well-designed
places for the homeless and a review of innovative and successful building
designs that now serve diverse communities across the United States. Sam Davis
argues for safe and functional architectural designs and programs that
symbolically reintegrate the homeless into society in buildings that offer beauty,
security, and hope to those most in need.

Davis presents a new perspective, considering the personal concerns of the
homeless, the social costs of homelessness, and organizational and design issues.
He examines problems of community fit and site planning, building design and
orga-nization, and interior layout and suggests how to weigh costs and optimize
expenditures. He asks and answers a range of challenging questions: What is
possible and desirable when designing a new facility for the homeless? Should it
be elegant or unassuming? What types of spaces should be included? How should
it look and what should it feel like? Should it be more like a house or more like a
dormitory? What is the proper balance between function, quality of construction,
and architectural delight?

Designing for the Homeless recounts how various communities have addressed
the problem of housing the homeless, beginning with one of the most ambitious
plans, the St. Vincent de Paul Village in San Diego, which opened in 1987. Davis
vividly recounts the plight of those who become homeless. His practical
knowledge, familiarity with solutions to date, and vision for the future—all
expressed clearly and convincingly—make this innovative book an indispensable
resource for architects, public policy analysts, and anyone concerned about
housing the homeless.
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Written by an architect who has been designing and building affordable housing for thirty years, this well-
illustrated book is both a call to create well-designed places for the homeless and a review of innovative and
successful building designs that now serve diverse communities across the United States. Sam Davis argues
for safe and functional architectural designs and programs that symbolically reintegrate the homeless into
society in buildings that offer beauty, security, and hope to those most in need.

Davis presents a new perspective, considering the personal concerns of the homeless, the social costs of
homelessness, and organizational and design issues. He examines problems of community fit and site
planning, building design and orga-nization, and interior layout and suggests how to weigh costs and
optimize expenditures. He asks and answers a range of challenging questions: What is possible and desirable
when designing a new facility for the homeless? Should it be elegant or unassuming? What types of spaces
should be included? How should it look and what should it feel like? Should it be more like a house or more
like a dormitory? What is the proper balance between function, quality of construction, and architectural
delight?

Designing for the Homeless recounts how various communities have addressed the problem of housing the
homeless, beginning with one of the most ambitious plans, the St. Vincent de Paul Village in San Diego,
which opened in 1987. Davis vividly recounts the plight of those who become homeless. His practical
knowledge, familiarity with solutions to date, and vision for the future—all expressed clearly and
convincingly—make this innovative book an indispensable resource for architects, public policy analysts,
and anyone concerned about housing the homeless.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Davis lays out a compelling case for us all, especially designers, to get involved in solutions for the problem
of homelessness. He discusses the plight of the homeless in terms that make them real, and his chapter on the
costs of homelessness lays out the argument for involvement in very practical terms." - Michael Underhill,
Professor, School of Architecture at Arizona State University"

From the Inside Flap

"An eye opener. The subject of homelessness has often been discussed, but no one before has cut such a
broad swath through the subject. There is no other book that deals with the architecture of
homelessness."—Robert Gutman, author of Architectural Practice: A Critical View

"Davis lays out a compelling case for us all, especially designers, to get involved in solutions for the problem
of homelessness. He discusses the plight of the homeless in terms that make them real, and his chapter on the
costs of homelessness lays out the argument for involvement in very practical terms."—Michael Underhill,
Professor, School of Architecture at Arizona State University

From the Back Cover
"Davis lays out a compelling case for us all, especially designers, to get involved in solutions for the problem
of homelessness. He discusses the plight of the homeless in terms that make them real, and his chapter on the
costs of homelessness lays out the argument for involvement in very practical terms."--Michael Underhill,
Professor, School of Architecture at Arizona State University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy Rowe:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Designing for the
Homeless: Architecture That Works suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled Designing for the Homeless: Architecture That Worksis a single of several
books this everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read
this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in
the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will
give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Cindy Martin:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Designing for the Homeless: Architecture That Works your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get before. The Designing for the Homeless: Architecture That Works giving you a



different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life
with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Micheal Mata:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Designing for the Homeless: Architecture That Works why
because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Edwina Hinkle:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Designing for the Homeless: Architecture
That Works to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to available a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Designing for the Homeless: Architecture That Works
can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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